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and Hillary Clinton is looking to her future and she may be seeing a run for the US Senate from New York 
that's the the hot political buzz here and in New York in recent days and it got even louder today when the 
president spoke openly about the possibility the race is just around the corner it's next year and it's already 
attracted a Republican heavyweight New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani we begin with NBC's Andrea Mitchell 
tonight and Hillary story she's paid loyal wife political victim and political Savior now friends say she is close 
to deciding on a role for herself Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton and today in Mexico the president actively 
promoting speculation that she'll run [Music] friends say it started as wishful thinking by Democrats fearful of 
losing the seat being vacated by Daniel Patrick Moynihan she's always been popular in New York but she's 
never lived there with New Yorkers call her a carpetbagger we have a tradition in New York of welcoming 
people to high public office Bobby Kennedy from Massachusetts elected senator from New York in 1964 in 
fact under New York law the first lady wouldn't even have to give up her exclusive Washington address for a 
while a candidate doesn't have to establish residence until shinbei | will increasingly be known as the person 
who comes with Hillary to New York but friends have warned her being a junior senator would be a step 
down from first lady | think it would be hard to be the junior senator but | think she didn't away be a sort of a 
super senator another factor if she won Senate rules prohibit most outside income no quick way to pay off 
ten million dollars in legal fees you have a very fixed income and it serves but nothing left over and then 
there's the press the New York tabloids have always been hard on the Clintons and she could end up 
running 
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Clintons and she could end up running against reorg very popular Republican Mayor Rudy Giuliani name 
would be you know licking their chops if you will for race like that between her and Giuliani tonight the talk in 
political circles is that Mayor Giuliani may not even run if the first lady does the conventional wisdom she's so 
strong she'd quote clear the field which is why in fairness to other Democratic hopefuls she has told friends 
she'll make a decision soon perhaps even this week Andrea Mitchell NBC News New York impeachment 
may have turned off the American public to politics but it did nothing to slow the thundering herd of Canada's 
preparing to run for president next year well run may not be the operative verb at the moment it's more like 
an elaborate dance NBC's Lisa Myers tonight on this new form of a presidential two or three or four step 357 
days until the first presidential caucus and today Congressman John Kasich of Ohio becomes the fifth 
Republican to launch what's known as an exploratory campaign what this campaign is going to be all about 
is about giving all of us our power back minutes later Kasich takes off for New Hampshire on what he calls 
his explorer tour not to be confused with a bigger tour scheduled this spring when Kasich officially 
announces his candidacy last week another possible candidate Elizabeth Dole also was in New Hampshire 
hinting about an announcement in a couple of weeks it's wonderful to have an opportunity to see the 
response here and and it's very encouraging which people urge you to run what's going on here presidential 
candidates used to have one official extravaganza announcing his or her campaign but this year multiple 


announcements are the rage candidates announcing they intend to announce to be followed by the official 
announcement that they really are running it reminds you of a striptease they take something off they kind of 
strut around a little bit then they take something else off it's all designed to keep some drama to keep people 
watching so far former Vice 
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keep people watching so far former Vice President Dan Quayle has the record three almost announcements 
in the last month alone what I'm going to announce tonight to you and to you today | officially announce 
today | am announcing the only potential candidate not playing that game is the one leading all the polls 
Texas Governor George Bush who's mostly staying quiet about his plans Governor Bush just doesn't have to 
go through these kind of gimmicks to get attention Bush intends to announce his intentions later this spring 
until then the political striptease goes on as the rest of the field jockeys for attention Lisa Myers NBC News 
Washington in the middle of all this Hillary Clinton continued what she has called her serious consideration of 
running for the United States Senate she discussed the nitty-gritty of New York's demographics today with 
the current Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan he'll retire and his seat is the one that she may run for when a 
hand said he'll support her if she does run and at his news conference today the president urged her to take 
her time deciding what she should do to me the most important thing is that she decides to do what she 
wants to do and | will be strongly supportive of whatever decisions he makes and will do all | can to help on 
this and any other decision from now on just as she's helped me for the last 20 plus years president also said 
that mrs. Clinton has had an exhausting year and he said she should rest before she makes any final 
decisions presidential election today had heated up on the Republican side with two candidates who will go 
for the nomination from opposite ends of the GOP spectrum pat buchanan and texas governor george w 
bush son of the former president in keeping with a modern rituals of campaigning today bush formed 
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rituals of campaigning today bush formed an exploratory committee governor bush took what amounted to a 
big baby step with today's announcement this coming sunday i'm going to announce the formation of 
exploratory committee to determine whether or not i should seek the presence this pre announcement is a 
little coy the governor has been getting a steady stream of republican visitors from around the country from 
south carolina | came to urge him to run for the presidency of the United States from Connecticut as he 
campaigns throughout the Northeast he will do as well as he did here in the state of Texas the focus of 
today's attention is a former party animal turned teetotaler a millionaire now getting high approval ratings 
after two elections as governor of Texas focusing on education and welfare reform and a leader who is 
compassionate and conservative can erase the gender gap can open the door to the Republican Party two 
new faces and new voices a compassionate conservative the term has drawn fire from the far right but Bush 
is courting the middle of America is not some sort of reactionary who is against progress it's still a long time 
before the election but a recent poll shows 72 percent of the voters saying they would consider voting for 
governor Bush 64 percent for Liddy Dole 52 percent for Vice President Gore numbers that will not surprise 
the governor's Texas fans we have a few gifts for the president and in Manchester New Hampshire today 
conservative commentator Patrick Buchanan kicked off its third run for the GOP nomination Buchanan won 
big in New Hampshire and 96 and of course big votes in 92 with his red meat rhetoric and a campaign he 
called the pitchfork rebellion among his seems taking back the White House from those who in his words 
have desecrated it the other woman big in the news this week Hillary Clinton she's in New York City 
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Hillary Clinton she's in New York City tonight prompting more stories that she will go for one of the great 
prizes in a 2000 year election year the New York Senate seat now held by Daniel Patrick Moynihan NBC's 
Andrea Mitchell tonight on the first lady's candidate dance she looks like a candidate and friends tell NBC 
News she's now leaning in favor of wanting to be in New York's next senator if she can figure out how to win 
there was some who thought that | might have an announcement to make but | don't an oversold crowd at a 


Democratic Women's fundraiser in New York City enough cameras for a presidential campaign don't you 
think it's time for a woman to represent New York in the United States Senate the person who was 
responsible for a democratic party I'd love to see her candidates but if she runs she won't be able to do it this 
way in the controlled settings that she enjoys as first lady refusing to answer any questions from reporters 
while Hillary Clinton was in New York sounding like a politician her most likely opponent was in Washington 
sounding like a Senator Rudy Giuliani New York's very popular mayor catching up fast to the very popular 
first lady a respected New York poll released today has them almost even mrs. Clinton at 50% Giuliani at 
46% only last month she had an 11 point lead take a look at today's marathon see if she's crowned the 
winner as New Yorkers begin to look at her for the first time as a politician | think what we've seen here is a 
transition from celebrity Clinton to candidate Clinton and that really poses new obstacles new tests for her 
and her advisors tell her there are other obstacles she will likely have to testify at her friend web hubbell's 
next fraud trial she's mentioned more than 30 times in his indictment and she can expect strong new criticism 
on whitewater in independent counsel Kenneth Starr's final report for all these reasons she's struggling with 
the 
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these reasons she's struggling with the decision she's gonna take her time you know she's a very methodical 
person but for now friends say she's basking in all the talk about a very different role as Senator her Andrea 
Mitchell NBC News New York no votes were cast no convention delegates chosen but the quest for the next 
Republican presidential nomination began in earnest today our coverage begins with NBC's David bloom like 
a Texas twister george w bush stormed into lowa today wife Laura at his side as he stepped off his 
campaign plane and into the fray and the Republican frontrunner this self-described good old boy from Texas 
with his custom-made ostrich leather cowboy boots and his belt buckle that reads governor george w bush 
for the first time today stop beating around the bush and made clear he's running hard for the presidency I'm 
running for president United States there's no turning back and | intend to be the next president of the United 
States asked why they're backing bush these supporters say they like his father the former president they 
don't like Bill Clinton but mostly they say they wants a back a Republican who they think is going to win if 
he's anything like his dad I'm what he says but for all the bush hype he's at the top of the polls as the most 
endorsements and the most money Bush makes it inviting targets especially for Democrats who are busy 
passing out anti-bush literature at his rally today your critics lots of Democrats a few Republicans say that if 
your last name wasn't Bush you wouldn't be the Republican frontrunner that you're untested that you're not 
ready for the job | answer that | never live in Washington they're right the presidency is a huge step 
compared to governor of Texas | know that | know that but if | didn't think | was ready | wouldn't be asking 
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think | was ready | wouldn't be asking Americans to give me a good look Bush the self-described 
compassionate conservative promise today to cut taxes but offered few specifics the 10-point plans he said 
will come later for now even many Bush supporters acknowledge they don't really know what he stands for 
but they're backing him anyway David bloom NBC News Des Moines this is Lisa Myers in Des Moines at an 
important stop on the road to the White House the lowa Pork Expo today three candidates made the 
pilgrimage hoping to steal a piece of the spotlight from George Bush that's wag the tail again now in a gentle 
swipe at Busch two-time cabinet secretary Elizabeth Dole promised to take clear-cut stands on the issues 
and not wait to see which way the political winds blow | think they want people with the courage of their 
convictions and that's what | called courageous conservatism and that's what I'm bringing to the table but it 
didn't take all that much courage for Dole and the others to pledge to do more to help American farm families 
former governor Lamar Alexander also made it clear he's annoyed at his party's rushed to embrace the son 
of a former president as its nominee the Republican nomination is too important to be bought it's too 
important to be Herod inherited it already earned veterans of presidential politics say never before has a 
front-runner had such a commanding advantage at this stage and money endorsements and support in the 
polls bushes or of invincibility makes it tough for other candidates even to get any traction dole draws big 
crowds and has a solid second in the polls but is very short on money the other line candidates are all mired 


in single digits in national polls Alexander has the best organization but has been running for six years with 
little to show for it congressman John Kasich has energy but so far not much else Senator John McCain a 
war hero with a compelling personal story had a strong spring but has no organization | believe that we're 
making progress that | didn't think | would make until the fall on the right six candidates are vying for the 
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right six candidates are vying for the votes of religious and social conservatives the most prominent for Vice 
President Dan Quayle commentator Patrick Buchanan and publisher Steve Forbes who plans to spend 
another fifty million dollars out of his own caucus room but until Bush stumbles other candidates are likely to 
continue to face a political and financial drought unless something happens that that opens up the tap just a 
little bit just to get some water in to keep them going you're gonna see some candidates die on the vine and 
others vying to make the cut so they can return to lowa when it counts next year Lisa Myers NBC News Des 
Moines my nation is already on this week the Democrats will get there first announced candidate and as 
NBC's John Palmer reports he enters the race as the favorite Al Gore has the active support of the president 
enjoys the backing of key Democratic constituency's and has raised a lot of money on Wednesday from his 
home in Carthage Tennessee he'll formally announce he's running for president hoping to be only the third 
sitting vice president elected to the nation's highest office but worry persists that Gore is stiff image will hurt 
him on the campaign trail | think he does have a side of him that that people can warm up to but it's just 
going to take some time here former Congressman Tony Coelho brought in to give the campaign more focus 
said today people don't really know Gore Al Gore is gonna go out and he's gonna have this conversation with 
American people and identify himself former New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley Gore's lone challenger for the 
nomination has yet to formally announce he campaigned in California for the ninth straight day today talking 
about race relations and gun control he's in a position to take advantage of any missteps by the front-runner 
Bradley needs to come out and say something that differentiates him from not only Al Gore but differentiates 
them from Georgia W Bush as well and how people look at him and the media look at him and say hey this is 
a different kind of candidate for the year 2000 both Bradley and gore campaign 
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year 2000 both Bradley and gore campaign officials say their candidates will avoid attacking one another to 
improve the chances of keeping a Democrat in the Oval Office John Palmer NBC News at the White House 
NBC News in-depth tonight off and running George W Bush makes his first official New Hampshire campaign 
appearance with more than a year to go before the political conventions the polls show Bush is far and away 
the front-runner in a crowded field of Republican presidential candidates in depth tonight here's NBC's David 
bloom it feels more like a coronation than a campaign Texas Governor George W Bush stumping for the first 
time in New Hampshire today this picture gracing the covers of Time and Newsweek a nationally televised 
news conference Bush his words carefully chosen implying the Democrats defeated his father disgraced the 
presidency | think it's important for any of us who assume high office to understand when we put our hand on 
the Bible that we swear in not only to uphold the laws of the land but that we swear in to uphold the dignity of 
the office to which we have been elected the latest polls in New Hampshire put Bush so far ahead he's got 
more support than all of his Republican rivals combined why part because of his name many supporters who 
admire the elder Bush plan to vote for his firstborn son | always looked up to his family so | feel that he would 
be very trusting and honest president and there's the bandwagon event a lot of Republicans want to win and 
he looks like a winner but Bush former Texas oil man wants the part-time owner of the Texas Rangers 
baseball team now the state's popular second term governor does not have the Republican nomination 
locked up political prose say publisher Steve Forbes who's already advertising as the best get-out-the-vote 
organization here both Steve force Senator John McCain's popularity is on the rise today the Bush said there 
will be no 
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today the Bush said there will be no litmus test on abortion meaning he might appoint pro-choice judges to 
the Supreme Court's conservative rivals pounced | am shocked that compassionate conservatism does not 
include protections for the most defenseless among us and the Democratic protesters trailing Bush at every 
turn today argue he's an empty vessel elected on tough issues like gun control in Kosovo to take a firm stand 
but he's gotten so much support without really being clear about what his supporting bush refuses to talk 
specifics and makes no apologies details he said today will come on if my time saver let's get to know one 
another which seems to be saying to voters I'll tell you more about myself later David bloom NBC News 
Manchester New Hampshire of course cash is king in a race for the presidency and when it comes to filling 
his campaign war chest george w bush rules we continue in depth here's NBC's Lisa Myers to win the 
presidency the Bush campaign needs to suck up cash like a Texas twister and so far it's on track the goal of 
its well-oiled fundraising machine at least thirty three million dollars maybe more every morning a bush aide 
retrieves the latest haul is anything in box 92 for governor Bush the take an average of 110,000 dollars a day 
that works out to about 750,000 dollars a week far exceeding what most campaigns dream of raising each 
week to be competitive about $480,000 in fact other candidates complain butchers turned the Republican 
Party into his personal atm leaving everyone else starved for cash by the end of this month Bush's war chest 
may top twenty million dollars more than the rest of the field combined how did he do it the real effort began 
after the November election when we could get serious with people and say now we're thinking about it how 
serious would you be if he were to get serious about Bush tapped five 
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to get serious about Bush tapped five sources of money deep wallets in Texas oil and high-tech money 
friends from the Ivy League and prep school friends from major league baseball and his father's financial 
backers but perhaps most important of all Republican governors led by michigan's john engler threw their 
weight behind bush early there was a signal being sent then to lots of others in the party look if you're at men 
and women who've been successful in the old right if they're behind george w why should we wait that 
support translates into quick cash Bush already has raised a million dollars in Michigan without even visiting 
the state veteran fundraisers say they've never seen anything like it the George W Bush everybody's 
scrambling to contribute | mean | call people who said | forgave my contribution the first day I'm on the list 
opponents complained Bush's strategy is to overwhelm everyone else and drive them out of the race but 
Republican voters hungry for a winner seem not to want much of a fight for now they're voting the only way 
they can with their wallets right Lisa Myers NBC News Manchester New Hampshire yes it is a full year and a 
half away but the trail is hot in the run for president and we have new NBC news/wall Street Journal poll 
numbers out tonight that show Americans are already making some choices with me tonight NBC News 
Washington bureau chief moderator of Meet the Press Tim Russert and Tim our first set of numbers about 
the question of favorite GOP presidential candidates it is early it is a snapshot but it looks to be Bush in all 
others it's very striking Brian as see on our screen 61% of Republicans across the country have chosen 
George W Bush of Texas as the leader as their hope to be the next president 50 points ahead of his closest 
contender Elizabeth Dole Ryan that's a gain of some 13 points in the last two months and what is doing is 
drying up the money for the other Republican candidates Tim the Vice President start up campaign 
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the Vice President start up campaign problems are well known even the president has talked to the New 
York Times about them and the numbers tonight appear to be bad news for the veep and a head-to-head 
again though it's early you're right your caveat is exactly right it is really but look at these numbers george w 
bush ahead dramatically by some 15 points and Bryan look inside those numbers george w bush leading 
amongst women that's a constituency that clinton gore won by some 14 points 1996 george w bush leading 
two to one amongst independents it's got to go the other way for el Gore to be viable it's a long way away 
columnist and cartoonists have been having a lot of fun with the next issue lots been said about what George 
W Bush has said about himself and what American people know about him they have they reserve the right 
to like them | don't know a heck of a lot now look at these numbers it's very clear it's the clean slate theory in 
American politics people don't know much at all about george w bush they know his name and that's about it 


and that gives Al Gore a real opportunity who can fill in that slate first can the Democrats portray George W 
Bush as an extension of the Republicans in Congress the right wing conservative cabal or will george w bush 
succeed and filling out that slate is saying i'm a rugged individualist from texas with a real record of 
achievement and it's time to end the clinton gore regime a long race ahead of us the clean slate gives al gore 
an opportunity but george w bush far ahead as we talk tonight Washington bureau chief Tim Russert as 
always Tim thanks sheill campaign money to report to you tonight political pros call this early fundraising part 
of it the first primary well tonight we have a winner george w bush stunned everybody by disclosing he has 
raised 36 and 1/4 million dollars in the first six months of this year that's Masha's all previous standing 
records Democratic frontrunner Vice President Al Gore took in about half that amount he's being squeezed 
on both ends now with his Democratic rival Bill Bradley 
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Democratic rival Bill Bradley raking in a surprising 11 and a half million and the bush money sponge seems 
to be soaking up almost all the GOP contributions his Republican rivals are all in single digits so far Senator 
John McCain topping the list of also-rans and while Bush's money numbers are surprising so is the 
performance of that certain former basketball player who used to have money in his nickname dollar bill 
Bradley NBC's Gwen Ifill on the Democratic challenger running an uphill battle but running hard Bill Bradley 
on the beach today but not on vacation girls shaking every hand going where the boats are on a sunny 
summer day but don't be fooled by the holiday pace Bradley's nearly 12 million dollars raised without benefit 
of White House trappings aggressively closes the money gap with Vice President Al Gore | think we're 
raising enough to be able to tell people what | believe and that's the whole purpose of raising money Gore's 
nearly 19 million dollars falls embarrassingly short of his 20 million dollar goal establishing Bradley as a real 
challenger it's gonna be difficult for the gore campaign to take many more body blows like this without a lot of 
talk on democratic circles that maybe we ought to think about Bradley as the nominee in a presidential 
campaign where all the names are familiar Bush don't Gore and so much seems preordained Bradley is that 
political rarity a wild card when Bill Bradley left Washington in 1996 after three terms in the Senate he 
declared politics broken well now he's back and a Democrats are looking for an alternative to Al Gore 
Bradley's their only choice where does Bradley support come from Wall Street and Silicon Valley and the 
retired NBA standout is also collecting money from sports stars like Phil Jackson John Havlicek and Michael 
Jordan way to get the 25 million dollars is by having literally tens of thousands of individuals give you $1,000 
or less and 
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individuals give you $1,000 or less and quite frankly that's happening and you do that just one-on-one well 
you do that by networks of people that you've known over 30 or 40 years but Bradley is big on most issues 
and can be testy when pressed for details we're at a very early stage in this campaign these candidates 
especially governor Bush especially Bill Bradley have got to define themselves you can't run on platitudes 
forever and no poll shows Bradley anywhere near Gore in the race for the Democratic nomination but today's 
news proves he's got enough cash to at least give the vice president a run for his money Gwen Ifill NBC 
News Washington from campaigning for a US Senate seat and it's difficult to say who's more excited her 
supporters or her opponents here's NBC's Andrea Mitchell he's all but giving up her day job to break every 
political precedent the first first lady to run for political office and not even from Illinois or Arkansas her two 
home states | Love New York to start with | always have she's never lived there but New York Democrats are 
virtually handing her the party's nomination even before she declares a Manhattan office already open the 
campaign kickoff this coming week on the upstate farm of retiring New York Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
the hugely popular political icon she wants to replace her biggest liability the carpetbagger label how to 
overcome it become a born-again New Yorker there are a number of people here from Elmira | have been to 
Elmira and | am I'm so pleased to see that Elmira has come here today I've never worked in Arkansas I've 
never been to Arkansas her most likely opponent New York's feisty Republican Mayor Rudy Giuliani in a 
contest so far limited to one liners and photo ops even popped up the other night on her old turf a Cubs 
game Wrigley Field you know maybe you should 
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Wrigley Field you know maybe you should run in a place you don't know anything about nationally the 
Republican Party is already raising money to oppose her in places as far-flung as New Hampshire in 
Alabama they had the same right to contribute to an election in New York and she might have to run even 
though she's marking so and they're from Alabama are there potential obstacles the second most frequent 
question that people would ask if Hillary is why does she stay with Bill and that unfortunately for her | think 
could be a focus even before the tabloids enter into the fray but advisers say the trickiest challenge for the 
first lady could be establishing her own political identity that means siding with New Yorkers against 
Medicare cuts for teaching hospitals and welfare reform policies signed into law by the other Clinton if my 
wife decides to run for Senator from New York then some of the disagreements that we've had in the past 
over decisions I've made as president she may be constrained to state publicly because they'll be relevant to 
the future the polls say she's in for a tough fight some of her oldest friends don't want her to do it but Hillary 
Clinton now has her heart set on a whole new career no longer campaigning for her husband but for herself 
Andrea Mitchell NBC News Washington average president is pushing public-private partnerships to stimulate 
investment in these kinds of communities which were still mired in hard times today was a big day for Hillary 
Clinton she opened a campaign exploratory committee her first official step toward running for the Senate 
from the state of New York this committee allows her to raise money and spend money for advertising polling 
and fraud the trouble part is of course already well underway mrs. Clinton is starting with she's calling a 
listening tour of upstate New York tomorrow as for mrs. Clinton's likely opponent New York City Mayor 
Rudolph Guiliani if he's worried about running against a history-making 
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about running against a history-making first lady he's certainly not showing it in fact today he looked 
downright pleased more on Giuliani tonight from NBC's Andrea Mitchell his friends and enemies agree he's 
brash arrogant aggressive the ultimate New Yorker a perfect opponent for the first lady and today after she 
opened her exploratory committee he's already in her face about being a carpetbagger you should always 
explore exploring is a good thing who could have anything against exploring still an undeclared candidate 
he's raising money traveling the state and ridiculing the first lady's newfound interest in New York I'm gonna 
get off the airplane in Little Rock and I'm gonna say I've I've never lived you I've never worked you but | think 
it would be cool to be your senator so what kind of mayor has he been good mayor awful man that's simple 
his former police chief forced out some say for stealing the crime-fighting spotlight from Giuliani a former 
prosecutor the Giuliani record crime is way down tourism way up although many complain he's simply 
cracked down on jaywalkers pornography and out-of-control taxi drivers it takes a tough man to run a tough 
city and he has brought about the Renaissance the rejuvenation of the city that so many people thought was 
long gone but at what cost critics say that crackdown on crime has led to excesses by the police especially 
against minorities and that he doesn't know how to compromise incredibly in six years has never sat down 
with New York's congressional delegation it just doesn't make any sense at all for his staff not to be working 
on a daily basis with mine and critics say he even picks fights with fellow Republicans he can be caustic 
weak be tough he can be rude he can be arrogant but isn't that the case with all of us 
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but isn't that the case with all of us now those feuds could come back to hawk Giuliani sources say 
Republican leaders angered by what they call his independence are quietly helping a potential challenger for 
the party's nomination even though that could divide Republicans and help mrs. Clinton right now polls show 
Hillary Clinton and Rudy Giuliani have one big thing in common voters either love them or hate them which 
means this could be one of the most polarizing and exciting races in Senate history Andrea Mitchell NBC 
News New York ec news in depth tonight the race for the White House yes 15 months before the presidential 
election tomorrow's Republicans straw poll in lowa will make some candidates and it could break others this 
is a staged event it's fueled by big money and big entertainment it is a bizarre way to pick leaders 15,000 
voters who will pay to be in a sports stadium in Ames lowa that's less than one percent of the state's 


electorate as for this events track record well the winner of the GOP straw poll has never gone on to win the 
White House of course george w bush wants to end at that jinx here's NBC's Lisa Myers tonight in depth he's 
campaigned in lowa less than any other candidate and his last to arrive for the straw poll but with typical 
modesty governor Bush predicts he'll win here tomorrow convincingly it's an important event as you can tell 
there's a lot of people paying attention to lowa all of a sudden the question here can anyone stop Bush or is 
he destined to win the GOP nomination the straw poll will be his first key test this could be the icing on the 
cake for governor Bush or it could be sir the first thread being pulled out because this is the first time he's 
going to be measured right up against all the other candidates Bush is obviously taking the challenge 
seriously spending almost a million dollars to move and feed a small army of voters with almost a hundred 
buses 3,600 pounds of barbeque and a ton and a half a 
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of barbeque and a ton and a half a coleslaw the bus routes to get each voter to Ames lowa for the poll are 
mapped out with precision so this red circle here means being somebody and boon has decided that they 
want to go into Ames and so we find out how many people and we match it with other people on the same 
route so what can stop bush or at least slow him maybe the money of Steve Forbes who may spend two 
million dollars here they only candidate with the resources to compete with Bush it costs $25 to vote in the 
straw poll the fee generally paid by the candidate what else might stop bush attacks by his rivals former vice 
president Dan Quayle's wife Marilyn called Bush the guy that never accomplished anything the party frat-boy 
type former governor Lamar Alexander questions whether Bush knows enough what do you say in the 
middle of a debate with Albert Gore bring me my pile of money what else could stop Bush a big mistake or 
gaffe there's considerable buzz about a recent interview in which he repeatedly used profanity including the 
f-word why doesn't he spend more time on getting substance instead of using four-letter words but the bush 
machine ignores the attacks and plans to pile up the votes aiming for more votes than any candidate in 
history if Bush does that even his opponents could see he could be almost impossible to stop Lisa Myers 
NBC News Ames lowa that's for some of the other candidates Senator John McCain of Arizona is not 
participating he says this whole thing is a sham Ohio Congressman John Kasich has his name on the ballot 
even though he quit the race two weeks ago and then there's the Elizabeth Dole who started out strong this 
winter but appears to be running uphill now we continue in-depth tonight with NBC's Anne Thompson the 
other Republican with a famous name Elizabeth Dole fighting to separate herself from the path a campaign 
that in February began with so much promise the first woman with a serious chance to become president 
unprecedented media 


00:36:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=sIAICRI3D64&t=2161s 





become president unprecedented media attention big crowds but quickly momentum faded as this 
Republican star lost luster she had every opportunity to hita home run and and and knock out the crowd but 
instead chose to just get on the field why didn't she knock it out of the park the first problem experts say no 
clear message let's give some tax relief to individuals and let's help our farmers a conservative agenda of tax 
cuts stronger military and family values that analysts say does not distinguish her from others in the race she 
has to make a concerted effort to say how she differs from governor Bush and the other candidates a second 
problem experts say taking on the wrong target now another area that | would fault the president is that 
attacking the president instead of other Republican challengers the third problem not enough cash there's a 
glass ceiling for her and every woman who's ever done something first knows what I'm talking about in 
politics that ceiling money dole has raised three and a half million dollars for her war chest impressive but far 
short of the 36 million dollars raised by Texas Governor George W Bush this week dole emailed supporters 
asking for money writing even $25 will make a big difference in lowa dole staffers say she is outspent ten to 
one | don't have the money that some of the others do a couple of the others particularly but we certainly 
have the funds to be a credible viable candidate credible a recent poll puts goal number three in lowa behind 
Bush and Steve Forbes if she can hold on or do better tomorrow experts say it will be a strong step on the 


first leg of the long journey to the White House Anne Thompson NBC News Des Moines it is the first big 
political test for the nine Republicans running for president a chance to test the strength of their organizations 
but winning the lowa straw poll is not necessarily the key to winning the white house in fact the past winners 
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the white house in fact the past winners of the lowa straw poll have never won the presidency still it is a 
political right of passage and NBC's Lisa Myers is in Ames lowa tonight following the action good evening 
Lisa good evening John the lowa Republican Party estimates that a record twenty thousand people showed 
up here today the voting is still going on and we won't get the results until late tonight but the bush machine 
is sticking with its prediction that he will win convincingly today the first class picture of the crowded 
Republican field also the first time governor Bush has shared the stage with the other candidates and that 
stage is about the only part of the straw poll that's a level playing field this event is about money and 
organization it cost $25 just to vote to see generally paid by the candidate what we have here is an 
essentially meaningless event that's taken on tremendously symbolic importance as waves and waves and 
waves of buses arrived in Ames causing a back up as far as the eye could see each candidate staged his or 
her own show Bush had the aura of a rock star and what appeared to be a well-oiled organization his 
supporters couldn't collect their t-shirts until after they vote by mid-afternoon 7,000 t-shirts were gone there's 
a lot of people watching there's a lot of people who are paying attention to what's taking place in Ames lowa 
and | want to thank you all from the bottom of my heart for coming today to say that America wants 
something different in the White House [Applause] multi-millionaire Steve Forbes | literally spent the most 
essentially staged his own carnival hoping to replace Bush as king of the mountain at least for the afternoon 
being here is great but voting that they can't dispute and that's where the real message will come the biggest 
suspense who will run third and fourth ELISA so is counting on women young people and 
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so is counting on women young people and political newcomers how many people have never participated 
before in the straw poll please raise your hands look at that in that wonderful lamar alexander hopes the six 
years he spent building an organization here will pay off then there is also the battle for the hearts of social 
conservatives with gary bauer hoping to replace pat buchanan as the standard bearer of the religious right 
beyond the vote count bush faces another key test here tonight the battle of the speeches voters will get to 
measure him against the other candidates and see if they can picture him in the Oval Office John NBC's Lisa 
Myers in Ames lowa Lisa thanks very much now george w bush had the most to lose today as well as the 
most to gain our coverage continues with NBC's David bloom he spent only ten days campaigning in lowa 
less time angling for votes than any other candidate competing tonight's which explains in part the 
reservations of some who come out to hear the Texas Governor speak how much do we really know about 
him up here in lowa you know Texans know all about him but you know we don't know anything and so today 
even as his well-oiled well-financed political machine goes to work bus loads of Bush supporters and bikers 
for Bush rolling into Ames the rap on Bush is that he doesn't stand for anything rick fries and his wife 
Shawna are undecided you have Buchanan coming out you know what he's doing Forbes comes up you 
know what he's been through Keyes comes out you know everybody has stated their positions except for 
Bush in truth Bush's basic positions are well known he's a tax cutting anti-abortion pro-business pro school 
vouchers conservative a compassionate conservative he likes to say but until a credible challenger 
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say but until a credible challenger emerges and it could happen tonight's Bush is not forced to debate 
specifics and so not wanting to alienate swing voters and moderate Democrats he'd need in order to win next 
fall Bush is selling not a particular plan or a specific idea but himself and | hope you join Lauren me to send a 
message then I'm the right guy for the Republican Party Bush will talk specifics after this week's shootings in 
Los Angeles he's been more outspoken in his support for instant criminal background checks on gun buyers 
and he argues the Clinton administration shouldn't force existing gun laws not passed new ones but the 


great false hope is all we got to do is pass laws and everybody will change but Bush's biggest selling point is 
that he can unify his party and win back the White House Joe or any Republicans hear that one brand idea is 
enough David bloom NBC News Ames on White House Republicans have been making the headlines but 
there is also a Democratic race national polls show Vice President Gore with a twenty five point lead but 
former New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley is closing the gap in the crucial state of New Hampshire NBC's 
Claire Shipman is covering the campaign will Bradley and Al Gore former Senate colleagues working the 
same lowa turf and courting the same voters back-to-back appearances this week at the afl-cio convention in 
Waterloo | am the only candidate for president itid states with the union pension | strongly support another 
dollar an hour increase in minimum wage right now gore is working hard to shrug off a stuffy image to 
energize the crowds while Bradley sticks to his laid-back approach wooing voters one by one Gore's 
campaign wasn't prepared for Bradley's early success and in public the strategy is still to ignore his 
candidacy but behind the scenes the gore team is taking the threat from the 
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team is taking the threat from the former New Jersey senator very seriously Bradley's almost stealth 
campaign has raised much more than expected at the end of June he had eleven point seven million dollars 
to Gore's seventeen point five and the gore team now fears it will have to you almost all of its funds to beat 
Bradley in the primaries leaving little money to battle a Republican contender next spring after a summer of 
stumbles like this canoe ride in New Hampshire where local officials pumped in water for the photo op the 
gore campaign seems to be finding its footing the candidate here on a relaxed hike with his son to the top of 
Mount Ranier everywhere | go | hear this kind of comment and what's what's changed what's the what's the 
deal here and | don't think it's anything that mysterious | think it's just a personal connection insiders credit 
campaign chair Tony Coelho for invigorating the operation and for an important message change no more 
trying to break away from a popular president what cuales done is to reshape it in a way to take the 
advantages of Clinton and maximize them and minimize the disadvantages Bradley meanwhile is laying the 
groundwork for a September unveiling of his campaign themes among them health care and campaign 
finance reform one theme is already clear how he differs from Al Gore | think that he's had a life that has 
been primarily based in Washington I've gotten up many years in my life and never thought of the federal 
government I'm just going to work like millions of other Americans just the start of a long campaign as each 
tries to convince the public he is the natural and winning choice for Democrats Claire Shipman NBC News 
Washington tonight his critics may say George W Bush lacks depth when it comes to his policy positions but 
now there's fresh evidence of the incredible depth of his financial support NBC's David bloom has more on 
the GOP frontrunner new financial forecast campaigning and yes fundraising in 
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campaigning and yes fundraising in Nebraska today governor Bush refuses to speculate about how much 
money he's raised it's my first trip to Nebraska as a candidate for presidency but by all accounts the numbers 
are staggering and unprecedent wishes takes so far close to fifty million dollars sources say with five million 
dollars more expected next month by comparison Bill Clinton and Bob Dole raised just under 40 million 
dollars together during the same time span four years ago Bush alone could raise 55 million or more they 
have done the most phenomenal fundraising job in the history of politics in the US but if other fundraisers are 
in awe of the bush machine campaign finance reform advocates are disgusting we don't want our politicians 
buying elections that's fundamentally unfair and anti-democratic and | think George Bush's candidacy may 
do more for the issue of campaign finance reform than any single outrage we have seen in the past but Bush 
and his advisors point out that more than a hundred and eight thousand people have now contributed to his 
campaign proof they say that support for the Texas governor is widespread among Republicans independent 
analysts agree most people don't even have to hit people up for money they're just accepting contributions 
we've never seen so much money flow into a campaign this quickly the question now is can other candidates 
survive multi-millionaire Steve Forbes writing his own check is the only sure bet although Elizabeth Dole 
John McCain and Gary Bauer are all expected to raise enough money to stay in the race for now george w 
bush is stockpiling his money anticipating an attack from steve forbes and hoping that voters see his 


newfound wealth as a source of strength not a sign he's trying to buy votes David bloom NBC News Auburn 
New York Al Gore also out campaigning today and apparently learning some hard lessons of his own about 
what works and what doesn't in the race for the White House NBC's Claire 
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race for the White House NBC's Claire Shipman tonight on the gore campaign makeover style and 
substance today in Boston Al Gore on the environment we got a jellyfish announcing new protections for 
oceans and offering five million dollars to strap New England fishermen yesterday in San Antonio education 
on Bush's home turf both days both events testing a new image for the vice president a more casual look but 
insiders say there's more than just a fashion change here in fact the gore camp says this is the second start 
of his campaign a second chance to get on track former Clinton advisor David Gergen the vice president 
went back to his team about six weeks ago and said gentlemen this just isn't working this was the gore 
campaign of three months ago after a big kickoff tripped up by gaffes and mistakes including confusion over 
staff statements on his abortion policy and controversy over a canoe trip on a river with extra water pumped 
in to make it look better in many ways the smartest thing that Al Gore has done in the last several weeks is to 
get off the stage and take the production off the road and rewrite the script and here's the new script no more 
talk of distancing himself from Clinton stick with the popular president simplify the message focus on the 
economy and working families working families depend on the public schools a new style casual and if a suit 
is a must out with blue and in with brown which the staff thinks is warmer notes and podiums are gone 
replaced by more informal settings like yesterday and San Antonio would you mind if | take my coat off 
perhaps most importantly gore is said to have given up micromanaging leaving his campaign in the hands of 
his staff but the team is still overwhelmingly cautious so touchy about the reworked strategy for example no 
one would even talk about it publicly one thing they do admit their main focus 
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one thing they do admit their main focus right now is Bill Bradley not Bush | think they've underestimated 
Bradley from the beginning and if Bradley can upset Gore in New Hampshire he is ready with money and 
organization to go South the hope that within a few months Gore's makeover will convince wavering 
Democrats that he is the best man to beat Bush because the Vice President may not get a third chance to 
introduce himself Claire Shipman NBC News President Al Gore today borrowed a page from an old Clinton 
campaign handbook when he promised health insurance for millions of Americans who don't have it but as 
NBC Claire Shipman tells us now he didn't go quite as far as the president and the first lady Claire Tom this 
is one of the vice president's costliest campaign proposals the centerpiece a promise to give every child in 
this country health insurance but what it doesn't do is attempt to overhaul the system which of course 
backfired on Bill Clinton in 1993 | will ensure that by the Year 2005 every single child in our country has full 
access to fully affordable health care coverage Gore's proposal would let more people participate in a 
government program which offers low income families insurance for their children if people earn too much 
money to qualify but still need insurance they can buy in parents and low-income families would become 
eligible for insurance too and anyone earning up to $100,000 who has to buy an individual policy or buy into 
a government program would get a tax break Gore also supports allowing people to buy into Medicare ten 
years early at age 55 if they have no other insurance health care experts call it practical it builds on programs 
that already exist and seem to work well Gore won't name the cost but he says he can pay for it later in the 
campaign all of the proposals that | have put forward will be integrated into a balanced budget but with 
experts estimating a cost for this 
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with experts estimating a cost for this program of between thirty and fifty billion dollars over five years many 
are eager to see just how he'll make it all add up Tom thanks very much NBC's clerks and in American 
politics tonight it's bill Bradley now saying officially and ceremonially what he's been saying for a year he 
wants to be your president NBC's Anne Thompson tonight on the early Bradley strategy for the Democratic 


nomination today in front of the high school where he took the first steps in a national career Bill Bradley 
defined himself as the outsider a different kind of politician I'm more interested in leadership in polls and 
politics and | believe we need a new kind of leadership never mentioning Al Gore by name Bradley tried to 
separate himself from the vice president of an administration plagued by scandal there are two kinds of 
politicians those who talk and promise and those who listen and do | know what he is a moderate Democrat 
appealing to the left wing stressing racial equality campaign finance reform and gun control before his official 
kickoff Bradley already raised 12 million dollars and while many analysts are surprised he raised so much 
money so quickly they say he must overcome these obstacles the first perception people can imagine Al 
Gore in the White House they see him as having that experience that's still gonna be a big question mark for 
Bill Bradley another problem a lack of charisma some supporters worry about his ability to generate 
excitement and so far he's been vague about what he would actually do as president we can reduce 
childhood poverty we can increase the number of Americans with quality health care we can look the voice of 
big money in our elections once again today Bradley used broad strokes avoiding specifics David Axelrod 
democratic media 
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David Axelrod democratic media consultant with ties to war and he's hung a big sign on himself coming soon 
big ideas but he really hasn't expressed what those big ideas are so far he seems to be selling his identity 
who he is the bankers son from tiny Crystal City Missouri population four thousand grows up to be a 
basketball star attends Princeton and Oxford is a Rhodes Scholar winning an Olympic gold medal two NBA 
championships and three terms in the US Senate the embodiment he says of the American dream walk 
toward that dream together tonight bill Bradley's showing surprising strength now some believe with a real 
shot to win a contest many thought Al Gore had already won Anne Thompson NBC News Crystal City 
Missouri joining me now is NBC's Washington bureau chief and moderator of Meet the Press Tim Russert 
Tim it's always tough to unseat a sitting vice president for the Democratic nomination but the presidential 
primary calendar let's take a look at that does work somewhat in Bradley's favor don't that's right Tom the 
vice president's usually are nominated by their parties but Bill Bradley has what he always dreamt of a one- 
on-one contest with Al Gore lowa in January 31st the Bradley forces believe they have to stay competitive in 
what is a caucus not a primary state quickly followed by New Hampshire on February 8 and Tom the latest 
polls show Al Gore leading Bill Bradley by just four points in New Hampshire Bradley believes if he can win 
New Hampshire in the next five months campaigned vigorously layer on to March 7th with California New 
York Ohio Connecticut a thousand delegates at stake on March 7th he believes a victory in New Hampshire 
would propel him the victories in New York and California and he's on his way to the nomination he's an 
outsider he's an alternative he's an underdog but for the first time many people even in the gore camp 
believe this is a very competitive race for the Democratic nomination but at the same time no one should 
underestimate Al Gore's ability to for example debate very tenaciously 
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to for example debate very tenaciously as he did against Ross Perot and Jack Kemp he has a very excellent 
debater and a very good campaigner and he's very well financed and he's an incumbent vice president with 
the support of the president and the first lady and the party establishment the key there is New Hampshire 
again Tom where independence can cross over and vote in the Democratic primary that is a base that Bill 
Bradley is working very vigorously thanks very much NBC's Tim Russert tonight with his analysis of the 
Bradley campaign and the months to come up next and tomorrow another candidate officially enters the 
Republican presidential race he's Arizona Senator John McCain and lately he's been riding high the story 
from nbc's jonathan alter thank you for your patience they're lining up in Washington Phoenix Chicago John 
McCain's new memoir appeared this weekend as number three on the New York Times bestsellers list and 
moving higher | want to inspire generations of Americans to commit themselves to causes greater than their 
self-interest the book tells the senator's father and grandfather both legendary Navy Admirals plus McCain's 
own youthful carousing and his five-and-a-half harrowing years in a North Vietnamese prison camp two of 
those years in solitary confinement Hanoi offered to release the Navy pilot early for propaganda purposes he 


knows what they want to do and he tells me stick it here and he's a hero beyond belief in morality but two 
heroes become presidents can the story of grit and courage in this book give longshot John McCain a real 
shot of upsetting george w bush McCain argues that history has not always been kind to presidential 
frontrunner but | have fond memories of president Romney and president Connolly and president muskie but 
recent history hasn't especially favored heroes in 
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hasn't especially favored heroes in presidential politics either former astronaut John Glenn didn't lift off in 
1984 and Medal of Honor winner Bob Kerry went nowhere in 1992 against Bill Clinton who didn't serve in 
Vietnam the same for Bob Dole whose World War two heroism did him little good in 1996 to just say look I've 
been a person who suffered in war please vote for me is just foolish people vote for candidates on the basis 
of their vision for the future of the country and who can best lead the senator says he's running on his record 
as a strong conservative with a strong independent streak which includes bucking his party by leading efforts 
to sharply limit campaign contributions from special interests what has resonated in New Hampshire and 
South Korea is what we call straight talk McCain's best hope is to finish a strong second to Bush in New 
Hampshire then upset him in South Carolina where 400,000 veterans are expected to vote but to beat Bush 
elsewhere John McCain knows he must make his ideas for the future as compelling as his book about his 
pass very much Jonathan alter NBC News Chicago at the same time today a man who promises to shake up 
the American political system formally announced that he's a presidential candidate Republican Senator 
John McCain war hero renegade NBC's Lisa Myers tonight in New Hampshire ever the Maverick the former 
war hero turned senator launches his mission for the White House by kicking the political establishment of 
both parties and bowing to restore dignity to the Oval Office something has gone terribly wrong when parents 
no longer want their children to grow up to be president that shames me that changed me and | want to do 
something about it saying government has become a spectacle of selfish ambition option to the highest 
bidder McCain vows to break the power of big 
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McCain vows to break the power of big money in Washington she seemed almost as critical of the 
Republican Congress as you were implicitly of President Clinton well I'm I'm very critical of the practices of 
government that have made the government corrupt and have then caused this incredible cynicism and 
pessimism McCain's other big selling point he says he's uniquely qualified to be commander in chief and 
takes his shot at frontrunner George Bush who lacks foreign policy credentials there comes a time when our 
nation's leader can no longer rely on briefing books and talking points McCain says he was born into 
America's service the son and grandson of Navy Admirals a former Navy pilot shot down over Vietnam who 
spent five harrowing years in a North Vietnamese prison his remarkable story now is near the top of the 
bestseller list but even with his reputation for courage and integrity can he win given Bush's commanding 
lead the only strategy now available to McCain or any other Republican candidate is to prey the front-runner 
stumbles and stumbles badly causing Republicans to cast around for an alternative McCain now running 
third in most polls also would have to overtake Elizabeth Dole so | don't know whether that makes it a 
longshot or not but the the eye of the needle that he's trying to get the thread through is exceedingly thin 
McCain who's married and has seven children is focusing all his attention on New Hampshire in South 
Carolina hoping it's independent-minded voters will give him an upset yes he says the odds are long but to 
someone who survived years of torture and solitary confinement nothing seems impossible Lisa Myers NBC 
News Nashua New Hampshire 13 months away but tonight the scenery is shifting and a new script is being 
written even as we speak Vice President Al Gore shook up his campaign for the Democratic presidential 
nomination today forced by the growing popularity of Bill Bradley to make major changes the vice president 
is moving his campaign headquarters to his home state 
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campaign headquarters to his home state of Tennessee and he issued a challenge to Bradley to meet him in 
a series of issues debates this was an unprecedented maneuver for a candidate who is still the odds-on 
favorite we begin with NBC's Andrea Mitchell for the third time in three months Al Gore tries to jumpstart his 
campaign and his high rent Washington headquarters says he's getting out of town I've instructed my 
campaign chair Tony Coelho to move this whole campaign lock stock and barrel to Nashville isn't this really 
an attempt to stop the hemorrhaging of money and of support specifically New Hampshire the recent polls 
showing you behind Bill Bradley don't just look at the the move look at what follows the move poor also 
challenges Bill Bradley whom he's avoided even mentioning until today to debate often Bradley's responses 
over the last 10 months the vice president has Camp David luring me and now they want to debate me | 
think this shows for making some progress political experts like former Democratic Party Chairman Bob 
Strauss say Gore's campaign is floundering he's got a campaign that they have been able to get off the 
ground and he got a campaign that looks dead in Washington and and he's wise enough and smart enough 
and tough enough to make some of the decisions that need to be made in fact Bill Bradley is giving out Gore 
the scare of his political life leads Gore in New Hampshire gets rave reviews in the press and while Gore has 
raised millions more than Bradley he's spending it twice as fast on polls consultant staff the money drain is 
so bad Bradley may actually end up with more cash on hand if you're top-heavy the problem is you're 
wasting a lot of money and you're fighting among yourselves each person trying to give Al Gore a different 
set of advice well moving to Nashville also helped with voters turned off by the Clinton scandals | think 
there's fatigue with questions about Clinton fatigue | think there's 
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about Clinton fatigue | think there's Clinton fatigue fatigue but can Al Gore who grew up in that Washington 
luxury hotel while his father was a senator get people to believe he's really an outsider experts say that's a 
tough sell still Gore is ahead in national polls the advisors say he's finally on a wartime footing facing in bill 
Bradley a much tougher opponent than anyone had expected Andrea Mitchell NBC News Washington NBC 
Tim Russert Washington bureau chief and moderator of Meet the Press joins me now Tim the gore 
campaign has been in trouble but it still has some major assets it sure does Tom it has money it has a 
candidate who knows how to debate but is extremely unusual at this stage of the race for a front-runner to 
acknowledge his campaign is in such trouble what people in Washington are saying tom is it's one thing for 
the vice president to change his address of his campaign but he must change the attitude of the entire 
operation it must be leaner meaner and he must be much more aggressive and willing to articulate his view 
his values his principles on a one-to-one basis any chance that Bill Bradley will take the bait a medium in a 
series of debates there are going to be some joint encounters in town meetings in the next few weeks and 
months in New Hampshire and across the country and yes there will be debates Al Gore leaves that he beat 
al gore believes he beat Ross Perot and Dan Quayle and Jack Kemp in debates but Bill Bradley has gotten 
rave reviews for his ability to communicate in a way that is perceived as honest and authentic this race Tom 
has truly engaged when is the last time you saw a front-runner asking challenging his opponent to debate it 
tells you the site of the times in the state of the gore campaign thank you very much NBC's Tim Russert's 
hailing presidential campaign with a little managed care and homespun medicine he took it back to his home 
state of Tennessee and he reached across the gender lines here's NBC's Claire Shipman okay are we ready 
his third fresh start in five months 
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his third fresh start in five months there we go at new headquarters in Nashville today Al Gore remaking his 
image once again and this time targeting a crucial audience women first he appoints a woman political 
veteran Donna Brazile is campaign manager then brings his 87 year old mother central image and applauds 
her influence on his life why the emphasis on women polls show female voters are abandoning gore Al Gore 
is not getting the usual boost that Democratic candidates get from women Clinton and gore got that boost in 
92 and 96 but the latest NBC news/wall Street Journal poll shows gore trailing Republican George Bush 
among women 35 to 51% women like Rico Bishop are Gore's target and his problem a working mother she 
voted for Clinton in 96 but now she says she's leaning toward bush-gore she says doesn't connect he seems 


somewhat programmed he lacks the compassion that | want to see in our next president pollsters say 
women like Rico are citing these reasons Gore stiff demeanor Bush is easygoing appeal and a weariness 
with the scandals of the Clinton administration sentiments echoed every day on iVillage a website dedicated 
to women Julia Miller is a volunteer who leads political discussions there really nobody knows who Al Gore is 
and what he stands for right now the gore team is working hard to change that he's talking to women's 
groups constantly about themes that matter to them if you elect me president | will make available high 
quality preschool for every child and as old as daughter Karina a law student and a new mom plays a new 
public role in the campaign pollsters caution it is early voters are focusing on personality now when they turn 
to issues that might help Gore Rico Bishop says she's not a lost cause yet a lot is going to depend on where 
the issues come out I'm not going to vote completely based on my intuition 
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to vote completely based on my intuition Al Gore certainly hopes so to win he knows who needs votes like 
hers Claire Shipman NBC News Nashville when we come back southern in lowa later tonight another 
showdown between Al Gore and Bill Bradley both will be speaking at an annual Democratic Party dinner 
shortly and each spent this day renewing old friendships and making new ones NBC's Lisa Myers is covering 
the candidates the vice president returns to lowa to find the political landscape changed along with the 
seasons three months ago this state with record low unemployment was solidly Gore territory but now 
Bradley with his decidedly low-key charisma seems to be gaining fast lowa activists say Gore definitely is still 
ahead here but they say his sagging poll numbers and sometimes stumbling campaign have sown doubts 
about whether he can beat Republican frontrunner George Bush and cause some Democrats to reassess if 
you're talking about people who will go to the caucuses their primary interest is in having a winner at the 
head of the ticket and | think that works at this point a little bit against more but winning the lowa caucus also 
requires organization and here Gore has big advantages he's wrapped up virtually the entire party ever and 
most major unions union workers are expected to cast about one-third of caucus votes and at the Maytag 
plants in Luton lowa Gordo's will with the rank-and-file because Garr stands up for workers rights he's always 
been fair workers | like gore he's cool cool yes he is cool still ask a handful of Democrats be they farmers or 
teachers about this race and someone invariably brings up this mr. Gore is bringing a lot of a Clinton 
administrative baggage with him into this presidential race on the issues voters here care most about 
education health care and the farm 
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education health care and the farm crisis farm income dropped a staggering forty percent this year Bradley 
laid out his plan to help farmers yesterday so this is offered modestly but it's offered sincerely Gore who laid 
out his farm plan long ago welcomed what he called Bradley's brand-new interest in agriculture so far 
Bradley is gaining ground mostly because of previous voters like his style | think he just seems to be genuine 
honest and intelligent the gore campaign argues their guy will win on the issues | want to be your next 
president | want your help | want your vote as lowa braces for what farmers say will be a cold snowy winter 
the race here remains goers to lose Lisa Myers NBC News politics and developments tonight in the race for 
the Democratic nomination Vice President Gore is becoming more aggressive as former Senator Bradley 
continues to gain ground NBC's Lisa Myers spent the weekend following the action so the rhythms of a 
gospel choir an upbeat Bill Bradley a candidate with a lot to be thankful for today preached racial healing and 
shared values we both share the view that there's got to be something more in life than simply the 
possession of material things and that is what makes life move forward the former pro-basketball star 
received a rousing welcome even though Vice President Gore is strong in the black community Bradley 
again refused to respond to any of Gore's attacks the latest before a probe or crowd in lowa last night it was 
the first time the two candidates actually met face to face since the race began war is challenging Bradley to 
war also suggested Bradley is not a true-blue Democrat attacking his vote with President Reagan's 
economic program and his retirement from the Senate after Republicans took over Congress when Newt 
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Republicans took over Congress when Newt Gingrich took over the Congress and tried to reinforce 
Reaganomics some walked away | decided to stay and fight more strategies now say it was a mistake not to 
have attacked the Bradley months ago and promised a much more aggressive energetic candidate which 
Gore certainly was last night what is right publicly both the candidate and his staff are going to great lengths 
to try to dispel any air of panic at times singing forcibly upbeat for his part Bradley now leading in some key 
states says he'll keep laying out his ideas and ignore gore whom he calls timid tax come you know there's 
something that they're worried about and they're worried about you tonight both sides are worried about a 
valuable endorsement by organized labor which gore is counting on and Bradley's trying to block labor 
sources say Gore has personally pleaded with union bosses warning that if they don't endorse him this week 
it would be a serious blow Lisa Myers NBC News Washington presidential nomination she said she was 
trailing in campaign raising by a factor in some cases of 80 to 1 simply too much to overcome Elizabeth Dole 
tonight in her own words the bottom line remains money the current political calendar and election laws favor 
those who get an early start and can tap into huge private fortunes or who have a pre-existing network of 
political supporters inadequate funding limits the number of staff at headquarters and in key states it restricts 
your ability to communicate with voters right to see you over time it becomes nearly impossible to sustain an 
effective campaign wherever you go you find yourself answering questions not so much about guns in the 
classroom or China in the World Trade Organization 
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or China in the World Trade Organization but money in the bank and ads on the airwaves steve forbes has 
unlimited resources governor Bush has raised over 60 million dollars and has about 40 million dollars on 
hand these rivals would enjoy a 75 or 80 to 1 cash advantage perhaps | could handle two to one or even 10 
to one but not 80 to 1 election conservative presidential candidate and former Republican Pat Buchanan is 
about to become a member of the Reform Party the polls show Vice President Al Gore and Republican 
Governor George W Bush holding substantial leads in the race for their party nominations Buchanan who 
was welcomed to the reform party at a Washington reception today hopes to be a spoiler next November 
NBC's Lisa Myers reports after years of terrorizing the Republican establishment Buchanan is about to take 
his two-fisted rhetoric to the reform party hoping to become its nominee for president no one out there today 
represents middle America working men and women and those who believe we ought not to surrender 
anymore of our sovereignty to these institutions in the New World Order some Reform Party leaders 
welcomed the pugnacious Buchanan who brings with him a national organization with the potential to get on 
the ballot in all 50 states and the economic reform government reform issues he'll add to the party he'll bring 
more of his supporters into the party Buchanan style won him three million Republican votes in each of the 
last two presidential primary campaigns do not wait for orders from headquarters mount up everybody and 
ride to the sound of the gun but he finished a disappointing fifth at a Republican event this year in August 
and also may have been hurt by his controversial book which seems to question America's fight against 
Hitler in World War two as a result some question where the betrayer can even win the Reform Party 
nomination and the twelve and a half million dollars that goes with it possible 
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dollars that goes with it possible obstacle number one billionaire Donald Trump he claims Buchanan only 
attracts quote wackos look he's a Hitler lover | guess he's an anti-semite he doesn't like the blacks he doesn't 
like the gays | it's just incredible that anybody could embrace this guy even if Trump should decide not to run 
the Buchanan camp expects someone will possible obstacle number two the always unpredictable Ross 
Perot founder of the party to try to snatch the nomination at the last minute if buchanan does win the 
nomination he will try to create havoc and debates and create headaches for the likely Republican nominee 
limiting his ability to move to the political center having a conservative alternative out there on the ballot 
makes George Bush run a different campaign most polls show Buchanan hurting Republicans more than 
Democrats but that would matter only in a close race one safe bet with the man who calls himself pitchfork 
PAC in the race it won't be boring Lisa Myers NBC News Washington conservative commentator and former 
Nixon speechwriter Patrick Buchanan made good on his promise to bail out of the Republican Party and sign 


up as a reformed candidate today and as NBC's Lisa Myers tells us adding Buchanan to the reformed party 
mix is bringing new meaning to the term strange political bedfellows the pugnacious Buchanan's coaches 
both Republican and Democratic parties calling them quote a fraud upon the nation accusing them of selling 
out working families he also claims the two-party system is rigged to block outsiders let me say to the money 
boys and the beltway elites who think that at long last they have pulled up the drawbridge and locked us out 
forever you don't know this peasant army 
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Buchanan joins a reform party which got eight million votes in the last election and now has one of the most 
unusual casts ever assembled it's the party that grew out of Ross Perot's run for president in 1992 and now 
also includes wrestler turned governor Jesse Ventura and billionaire self promoter Donald Trump who may 
challenge Buchanan for the party's nomination he won't do very well he's got a certain group of little wacky 
people on the very far right though critics dismissed the Reform Party is a collection of eccentrics it does 
have a platform where they're passionate people and we you know are very opinionated and we speak out 
on whatever our views are whatever our issues are for a balanced budget restrictions on trade campaign 
finance reform and tolerance on controversial issues like abortion what impact will the party have in the 2000 
election so far pollsters see no sign of the widespread discontent that helped Perot win 19 percent of the 
vote in 92 but a smaller vote in the right place could make a difference the third party candidate if they get 
enough votes in states like California or Michigan could well swing the election through the electoral college 
much depends on who gets the reform nomination but with Democrats in control of the White House pollsters 
say whether it's Buchanan or someone else he's likely to hurt the Republican nominee by siphoning off votes 
for change Lisa Myers NBC News Washington 
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